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Challenge and change 

in educational 

publishing

Pete Sharma

ELT 

Author

Tonight’s talk…….

• Blended learning 

• Digital materials in ELT

• Challenges

– Publishers

– Authors

Part one:

Blended 

learning?

Overview

What is Blended learning?

Blended learning in action

Success with Blended learning
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What do we mean by 

Blended Learning?

Range of definitions

A combination of:

– In-class plus on-line

– Different methodologies

– Different technologies 

Blended Learning

Natural – range of definitions

• Broad – “nothing new” vs Narrow –

restrictive?

• Connotation + / -

• Cultural differences

• Subverted

• Diluted

face-to-face Blended: 3 + CD-ROM distance

BL in action: reading

Face-to-face

Teacher and students annotate 

a text  using a lap-tap plus 

projector or on the IWB

On-line / self study

Students do extensive reading

10

Three 

principles

Attitude

Appropriacy

Integration
www.farmgirlfollies.com

Knowledge – Skills - Attitude
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Appropriacy

Same time 
same 
place

Same time 
different 

place

Different 
time 

different 
place

Same 
place 

different 
time

Synchronous

Asynchronous

Integration

• Clear, two-way link between class work and 

structured self study

• Pedagogically-principled teaching and learning 

materials from the ‘same-stable’

• Aims of lesson and self-study clear to learners

• Continuous recycling

Part two

Digital
materials
in ELT

Publishers no longer ‘sole’ owners



09/12/2012

4

Controversial:

Multiple perspectives

Multiple 

perspectives
Teacher

Student

Trainer

DOS

$$$

School

Publisher
Author

Designer

Developer

Theory

Corpus linguistics

Neologisms

Technology - changed language teaching forever

App Tweet Blog
Wiki Podcast Txt spk

Centralicity of pedagogy

• What is it?

• So what?

• How to use it?

Increase in m-learning and apps
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Some new technologies

1) Podcasts

2) Interactive whiteboards

3) Blogs

4) Wikis

5) Virtual Learning Environments

6) M-learning

Podcasts

Podcasts

Upside Downside

• portability – mp3 player

• learner control

• range of authentic listening 

• ‘wrong kind of podcast’

• authoring – not for every 

teacher

Video podcasts

Interactive whiteboards

Pictures
Videos
Charts
Maps
Flags
Time-lines

Software
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Interactive whiteboards

Upside Downside

• Memorable presentations

• Better review – flipcharts

• ‘Saveability’

• Range of digital materials

• ‘Always on internet’ – JIT 

teaching

• ‘Heads-up’

• Select answer

• ‘cost’

• need to calibrate

• ‘interactivity’

• Promote teacher-centred 

approach

• Pedagogical value?

Blogs (Web + log)

Teacher

Class

Student

Publisher’s blog

Coursebook blog

Blogs

Upside Downside

• Easy to set up / free

• Encourage global audience 

for learner work

• Wash-back on accuracy

• Does everyone contribute?

• Does the teacher correct 

student work?

Wikis
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Wikis

Upside Downside

• collaborative

• process writing

• ‘history’ to see changes 

• not intuitive

• not everyone wishes for 

peer correction

Virtual Learning Environments

9 December, 2012 © Pete Sharma Associates Limited 2009

School to university

Features:

Assignments 

Chatrooms 

Questionnaire 

Quizzes

Forum 

Glossary 

Handouts

Virtual Learning Environments

Upside Downside

• information on demand

• appropriacy e.g. critical 

thinking

• pre / post course tasks

• time-consuming to learn

• empty at first

• ‘blended courses’ pleasing 

no-one

English360

Three sources:

-Publishers
-Authentic
-Teacher-produced

Feedback 

tailored to 

learner needs

Create 

interactive 

exercises
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Hot 

potatoes
M-learning

“learning that happens when the learner takes 

advantage of the learning opportunities offered 

by mobile technologies”.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mobile_learning

On the moveIn-class

PullPush

Scales / dimensions

Class-set Own devices

Rich content Discrete content

Resource tool One-off

Hardware

• Mobile-phone / Smart-phone

• iPod / iPod touch / mp3 player

• Laptop / Notebook - Netbook

• Tablet PC / iPad / Samsung Galaxy

• Learner response devices

• Electronic translator

Software plus

�Dictionaries

�Grammar practice

� Services

� ELT material 

�Apps
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M-learning

Upside Downside

• buzz-term

• add value

• ‘just enough, just in time, 

just for me’

• exciting apps

• Range of interpretations

• Over-reference to ‘apps’

• ELT or authentic?

Five controversies

• Will ELT course books disappear?

• Should schools buy an IWB?

• Should students have mobile phones switched off in 

class?

• Should classroom learners be supported with VLE’s?

• Should teachers use YouTube in their lessons?

Part three:

Challenges

“The printed word is no longer as in demand as when I was of 
the age of pupils or even at the age of the teachers teaching 
them.” 
He said that children lived “in a world of technology” where the 
“moving image" took precedence over "the printed page". 
"I think that's to the detriment,” he added, "I just don't want the 
printed page to get swept away by that.” 
The comments follow claims from other leading authors that a 
rise in the use of modern technology was undermining 
children’s grasp of English. 
Susan Hill, who wrote The Woman in Black and I'm The King 
of the Castle, said recently that the internet had eroded 
reading and writing skills, with many children now displaying 
an "ignorance of any sort of ability to look beyond Google". 
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Challenges for publishers

• How do we monetise in the digital age?

• SO MUCH material……

• What will YOU PAY FOR?

Challenges for authors

• Creative vs ‘workmanlike’

Worksheets

Slumdog

Millionaire

Twitter

Avatar

Blog

Podcast

L2 Lesson stream (Jamie Keddie)

Blogs
E-workbook



09/12/2012

11

Publisher
app

2. Non image-based Drag and Drop 

ID Features 
•Word or phrase choice is 
dragged to appropriate 
sentence
• Multiple correct answers 
per question
• Fields should 
accommodate words or 
phrases
• Maximum 10 questions
• Words or phrases to be 
dragged should be static & 
sentences can scroll
• Words/phrases can be 
dragged in any order
• Single slide Show Answer
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